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Welcome to the Annual Report of the Oliver Scholars 
program!

In the pages that follow, you’ll discover the 
transformative journey of supporting, developing, 
and educating high-ability Black and Latinx students 
who are on the path to college and beyond. At 
Oliver Scholars, we believe in the boundless 
potential of every young mind, regardless of 
background or circumstance.

Our commitment to nurturing talent and fostering 
academic excellence within underrepresented 
communities lies at the heart of our mission. We 
understand that unlocking the brilliance of diverse 
perspectives is not just beneficial, but essential for 
building a brighter future for all.

Throughout this report, you’ll witness the impact of 
our collective efforts in empowering students to 
reach their fullest potential. From providing 
comprehensive academic support to fostering 
leadership skills and promoting cultural awareness, 
we strive to equip our scholars with the tools they 
need to thrive in higher education and beyond.

As you delve into the stories of resilience, 
achievement, and perseverance within these pages, 
we invite you to join us in celebrating the remarkable 
accomplishments of our scholars and the profound 
impact of investing in their futures. Together, we can 
continue to break down barriers, challenge 
stereotypes, and create opportunities for success for 
generations to come.

Thank you for your unwavering support of The Oliver 
Scholars Program and our shared vision of a world 
where every talented young mind has the 
opportunity to shine.

WELCOME

MISSION 
The Oliver Scholars Program prepares high-achieving Black and Latinx students from underserved 
New York City communities for success at top high schools and prestigious colleges. We provide 
crucial support for both the scholars and their families so they can realize their full potential and 
ultimately give back to the city, the nation, and the world.

WHAT WE DO
• Provide skills, strategies, and resources for students to navigate the independent school 

admissions process, including the SSAT exam.

• Prepare scholars for high school by equipping them with the academic, social, and mental 
wellness tools that ensure success in independent school environments.

• Foster a sense of community among cohorts with leadership activities, community building 
opportunities, and service projects. 

• Provide guidance and support to scholars in high school and college.

Dorothea Schlosser
Board Chair

Dr. Danielle R. Moss Cox
Chief Executive Officer



Justin and Julian Sandoval - Columbia Grammar & Prep (Class of 2024) - Parent Testimony

As parents, we continuously strive to secure a brighter future for our children, often sacrificing our 
goals to provide them with the best opportunities. Over the years, we’ve instilled the values of hard 
work and sacrifice in our boys, emphasizing the importance of education and the legacy it carries. 
Fate introduced us toThe Oliver Scholars Program through former Oliver parents. From the very 
beginning, the sense of belonging and support we’ve received from Oliver Scholars has been 
profound. The energy in the room during our introductory meeting with Oliver was electric. A place 
filled with parents and children who valued education. With Oliver, we found an organization that 
would serve as a conduit for that passion.

Four years ago, the independent school application process seemed long and tedious, with constant 
essay writing, editing, interviews, and stress over acceptance. This led to many anxiety-filled days and 
nights, a sentiment that most, if not all, Oliver parents can relate to. Fortunately, our Oliver family 
supported and reassured us that everything would be okay.

Hard work, sacrifice, and commitment led us to acceptance at Columbia Grammar and Preparatory 
School. The boys credit Oliver with teaching them how to be their advocates, feel comfortable in 
their skin, and assist them in navigating through uncharted waters. Now, seniors at Columbia Prep, 
the high school journey for our twin boys, Justin and Julian, is nearing its conclusion. The adventure 
continues as they move on to college, with Oliver providing support every step of the way.

We often ask our children, “What will your legacy be?” Oliver Scholars has undoubtedly shaped our 
lives in so many ways. For us, Oliver Scholars is a legacy builder through education.

Audrey and Alex Sandoval

A SCHOLAR’S STORY: OLIVER SCHOLARS PROVIDES UP TO 10 
YEARS OF CONTINUOUS SUPPORT FOR 
GIFTED STUDENTS FROM 7TH GRADE 
THROUGH COLLEGE GRADUATION. 
Our work began in 1984. To date, we have served more than 1,200 students. With our signature 
Scholar Immersion and Placement curriculum, we are one of the most successful, preeminent 
college access organizations in the country. 

100% 
of students are accepted 

into higher education 
institutions

100% 
among graduating seniors,  
at least two colleges they 

applied to were visited

31% 
of seniors attend a  
top 20 College or  

University

50% 
of graduating seniors 

attend a top 50 College  
or University

47% 
of seniors attend a  

Historically Black College  
or University



In 2023, Oliver Scholars remained 
steadfast in its commitment to 
offering comprehensive support 
and avenues for growth to high 
school students. This dedication 
fueled an expansion of the Scholar 
Services department’s 
engagement initiatives, 
introducing innovative and 
impactful programs.

At the forefront was the 
Brand2Biz: Personal Branding & 
Business Basics Camp—a two-week 
immersive summer program. This 
initiative aimed to expose students 
to the dynamic world of business, 
emphasizing the cultivation of 
personal brands, networking skills, 
and financial literacy. 
Collaborations with influential 
organizations, including Small 
Girls PR, WNBA/NBA League, 
Wavemarker Global (WM Global), 
and Nordstrom, elevated the 
experience by providing valuable 
insights and connections.

The Scholar Services department 
also organized a thought-
provoking social justice 
conference, “Forms of Resistance.” 
This conference was designed to 
empower students to effectively 
resist systemic inequities and 
progress toward a more equitable 
and fulfilling future.

In 2023, Oliver Scholars 
continued to redefine educational 
experiences, ensuring students are 
not only academically empowered 
but also equipped with the skills 
and perspectives to thrive in a 
diverse and dynamic world.

SCHOLAR 
SUCCESS



RECRUITMENT & OLIVER ADMISSIONS  
7th Graders
Nominations
Admission Information Meetings
Application Submission
Interviews
Acceptance

SCHOLAR IMMERSION & PLACEMENT  
Rising 8th and Rising 9th Graders
Summer Program
Fall, Winter, Spring: Saturday Academy
Placement Support & Decisions
Summer Program II 
Recognition Ceremony

SCHOLAR SUCCESS Grades 9 - 12
Academic and Social-Emotional Support  
Leadership Development 
Community Engagement 
Summer Enrichment 
Career exploration and Intern placement

COLLEGE & CAREER SUPPORT 
College Students & Alumni
SAT/ACT Classes
College Tours
College & Financial Aid Applications
Internships & Career Guidance

A SCHOLAR’S JOURNEY

98% 
Accepted to competitive 

high schools

100% 
 of new scholars received a 

competitive financial aid package

490 
Nominations received

70 
Enrolled into 

Scholar Immer-
sion Program

150 
Hours of community 
service in high school

 100% 
Class of 2023 were admitted 

to 4 year colleges

90% 
Average cumulative 

GPA of scholars



Having completed the 14-month placement program, 54 scholars matriculated at high school in Fall 
2023. With full academic course loads as well as electives including performing and visual arts, 
scholars spent five weeks at Grace Church High School in New York City and one immersive 
boarding week at Berkshire School in Sheffield, MA. We officially honored them at the annual 
Recognition Ceremony, where they transitioned into full-fledged Oliver Scholars, and will continue 
to dream bigger for the future.

SCHOLAR IMMERSION PROGRAM

75% 
of students experienced an 

increase from initial 
benchmark SSAT score to 

first official SSAT score 

93% 
of students reported feeling 

emotionally prepared to enter 
independent school

81% 
of students reported believing 
in their ability to change how 

talented they are in school 
(growth mindset).



My educational journey began during middle school at an environmentally-focused charter school in 
Queens. While I performed well in my classes, I felt a lack of academic challenge. Limited by resources, I 
spent my afternoons at home, completing homework and thinking about the opportunities that awaited 
me in high school. With very little knowledge about specialized high schools and independent schools, I 
looked around me for guidance. When I heard about scholarship programs during middle school, I 
initially failed to understand their importance. However, driven by the idea of new experiences and 
opportunities, I applied to Oliver. Upon entering the program, I faced academic challenges that pushed 
me to reconsider my place in the classroom.

Through the SIP program, Saturday Academy, and the virtual SIP 2 program, I prepared for the unique 
environment of independent schools. Despite the rigorous high school application process, I was 
fortunate to secure acceptance into my top choice, Dalton. At Dalton, I was initially taken aback by the shift 
in demographics, academic rigor, and conversational style. However, amidst the challenges posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, I found my place in the community through club involvement, events, and sports. 

Over time, I took on leadership roles such as managing editor for the school newspaper, head of the Black 
Student Union, and senior member of the robotics team. During the summer, alongside other experiences 
like my TA duties at Oliver and various internships arranged by my counselor there, I developed a passion 
for learning and teaching throughout my high school journey.

With these experiences in, I applied to various colleges during my junior year, keeping my eyes on a 
select few throughout the process. As I delved into crafting my essays and personal statement, I 
reflected deeply on my journey from middle school to the present and envisioned my future path. After 
submitting my applications, I was overjoyed to receive an acceptance from Brown University. Along with 
my peers, I am eager to continue expanding my horizons as a learner, engineer, and individual both in 
and out of the classroom.

A SCHOLAR’S 
STORY:

JODANY 
FANORD





BOARDING SCHOOLS
Avon Old Farms
Berkshire School
Blair Academy
Brooks School
Canterbury School
Cate School
Choate Rosemary Hall
Church Farm School
Concord Academy
Cushing Academy
Dana Hall School
Deerfield Academy
Emma Willard School
Episcopal High School
The Ethel Walker School

The Frederick Gunn School
George School
The Governor’s Academy
Groton School
Hackley School
The Hill School
The Hotchkiss School
Indian Springs School
Kent School
The Kiski School
Lawrence Academy
The Lawrenceville School
The Loomis Chaffee School
The Masters School
Mercersburg Academy
Middlesex School

Millbrook School
Milton Academy
Miss Hall’s School
Miss Porter’s School
Northfield Mount Hermon School
The Peddie School
Phillips Academy
Phillips Exeter Academy
Pomfret School
Portsmouth Abbey School
The Putney School
Stevenson School (CA)
St. Andrew’s School (DE)
St. Mark’s School
St. Paul’s School
Suffield Academy

Tabor Academy
The Thacher School
The Webb Schools
Western Reserve Academy
Westminster School
Westtown School
The White Mountain School

INDEPENDENT DAY 
SCHOOLS

Avenues-New York
Berkeley Carroll School
Brearley School
Brooklyn Friends School
Browning School
Calhoun School

The Chapin School
Collegiate School
Columbia Grammar & 

Preparatory School
Convent of the Sacred Heart
Dalton School
Dwight School
Dwight-Englewood School
Ethical Culture Fieldston 

School
Franklin School
Friends Seminary
Grace Church School
Greenwich Academy
The Hewitt School
Horace Mann School
Kew-Forest School

Leman Preparatory School
LREI
Marymount School
Nightingale-Bamford School
Packer Collegiate Institute
Poly Prep Country Day School
Riverdale Country School
Rye Country Day School
Spence School
St. Ann’s School
Trevor Day School
Trinity School
United Nations International 

Schools
York Prep

90 %
of pre-scholars who 
received an offer from 
a partner school

Partner Schools are vital to 
unlocking opportunity for our 
scholars. Since its founding, 
Oliver has been committed to 
building long-term 
relationships with rigorous 
and prestigious college 
preparatory schools.

THANK YOU TO OUR 
PARTNERS—WE COULD 
NOT DO THIS WORK 
WITHOUT YOU.

PARTNER 
SCHOOLS

Concord Academy  
2023 Partner School of the Year



The Oliver Scholars College Bound Initiatives department orchestrated impactful events to 
empower high school scholars on their college journey. The Class of 2023 embarked on a week-
long College Tour in March, exploring 10 colleges and universities across five states. Oliver college 
scholars served as knowledgeable guides, offering insights into campus life.

During the Summer, the “High School Senior Seminar” prepared scholars for the challenges of 
their senior year and successful college applications. In November, the 4th Annual Virtual 
College Admissions Week provided a unique opportunity for scholars and their families to gain 
insights from multiple colleges, enhancing their understanding of admissions processes and the 
student experience.

COLLEGE
Oliver Scholars’ commitment to ensuring college completion motivated the organization to initiate 
impactful programming for our scholars in college.  The Winter College Conference is tailored for 
first- and second-year college students,  equipping them with essential tools and knowledge to 
navigate the complexities of college life successfully. Simultaneously, the introduction of Oliver’s 
innovative College Coach Program underscored the department’s commitment, establishing 
meaningful connections between first- and second-year college scholars and dedicated Oliver 
Alumni coaches. This initiative ensures targeted guidance and ongoing support throughout the 
scholars’ college journey. Complementing these efforts, the College Fellows Program provided 
invaluable career exposure and professional development support to juniors and seniors. Oliver 
Scholars is committed to nurturing its scholars’ growth, resilience, and success.

COLLEGE BOUND INITIATIVES

98%
of students have enrollled in 

college — up to 4 times national 
rate for Black and Latinx students

90%
of students attend Top 

Colleges and Universities

100%
of students are accepted  
into at least five higher  
education institutions

CLASS OF 2023  
Adelphi University
American University
Amherst College
Babson College
Babson University
Bangor University
Bard College
Barnard College
Bates College
Bentley University
Bethune Cookman 

University
Boston College
Boston University
Bowdoin College
Brandeis University
Brown University
Bryn Mawr College
Bucknell University
Canisius College
Carleton College
Carnegie Mellon 

University
Case Western 

Reserve University
Chapman University
Claremont McKenna 

College
Clark Atlanta
Clark University
Clarkson University
Colgate University
College of Mount 

Saint Vincent
College of the Holy 

Cross
Colorado College
Columbia University
Connecticut College
Cornell University
CUNY 
Baruch College
Brooklyn College
City College - 

Macaulay Honors
College of Staten 

Island
Hunter College
John Jay - Macaulay 

Honors College
Lehman College
Medgar Evers 

College

Queens College
York College
Curry College
Dartmouth College
Davidson College
Delaware Valley
Denison University
DePaul University
Dickinson University
Drexel University
Duke University
Emerson College
Emory University
Fairfield University
Franklin & Marshall 

College
Fordham University
George Washington 

University
Georgetown 

University
Georgia Institute of 

Technology
Georgia State 

University
Gettysburg College
Goucher College
Grinnell College
Hamilton College
Hampshire College
Hampton University
Hartwick College
Harvard University
Haverford College
Hobart & William
Howard University
Indiana University
Iona College
Ithaca College
John Cabot 

University
Johns Hopkins 

University
Kenyon College
Lafayette College
Lawrence University
Lehigh University
Lincoln University 

- University City
Loyola Marymount 

University
Loyola University
Lynn University

Macalester College
Manhattan College
Marist College
Massachusetts 

Institute of 
Technology

Mercy College
Montclair State 

University
Morgan State 

University
Mount Holyoke 

College
New York University
Norfolk State 

University
North Carolina A&T
North Carolina State 

University
Northeastern 

University
Northwestern 

University
Oberlin College
Occidental College
Ohio State University
Pace University
Pennsylvania State 

University
Pitzer College
Pomona College
Pratt Institute
Princeton University
Purdue University
Quinnipiac 

University
Reed College
Rensselaer 

Polytechnic 
Institute

Rhode Island School 
of Design

Rice University
Robert Morris 

University
Rochester Institute 

of Technology
Rutgers University
Saint John’s 

University
Saint Louis University
San Diego State 

University
Seton Hall University
Shippensburg 

University
Siena College
Simmons University
Skidmore College
Smith College
Southern Methodist 

University
Spelman College
St. John’s University
St. Lawrence 

University
St. Thomas Aquinas 

College
Stanford University
SUNY 
Albany
Binghamton 

University
Brockport
Buffalo
Geneseo
Maritime College
Morrisville
New Paltz
Environmental 

Science and 
Forestry

Oneonta
Oswego
Plattsburgh
Potsdam
Purchase
Stony Brook 

University
Swarthmore College
Syracuse University
Temple University
Tennessee State 

University
The New School
The Oberlin 

Conservatory
Trinity College
Tufts University
Tulane University
Union College
University of 

Alabama
University of 

Bridgeport
University of 

Chicago
University of 

Connecticut

University of 
Delaware

University of Denver
University of Florida
University of Illinois
University of 

Maryland
University of Mass 

Amherst
University of 

Massachusetts
University of Miami
University of 

Michigan
University of New 

Haven
University of North 

Carolina
University of 

Pennsylvania
University of 

Pittsburgh
University of 

Redlands
University of 

Richmond
University of 

Rochester
University of San 

Diego
University of South 

Carolina
University of 

Southern California
University of 

Vermont
University of Virginia
Vanderbilt University
Vassar College
Virginia State 

University
Virginia Tech
Washington 

University
Washington 

University
Wesleyan University
Williams College
Williams University
Worcester 

Polytechnic 
Institute

Xavier University of 
Louisiana

Yale University

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES 



In its inaugural year, Oliver 
Scholars’ Wellness and Student 
Support Department prioritized 
the mental well-being of our 
students. The newly appointed 
Director of Counseling and 
Student Support launched a 
proactive Mental Wellness 
Program that has proven 
instrumental in fostering a 
supportive and nurturing 
environment for students across 
the continuum. Through this 
initiative, students engaged in 
activities and discussions 
promoting mental health, 
encouraging them to reflect on the 
impact of various aspects of their 
academic journey. This holistic 
approach underscores Oliver 
Scholars’ commitment to academic 
excellence and the overall well-
being of our students, ensuring 
they have the necessary support to 
thrive both inside and outside the 
classroom.

WELLNESS 
& STUDENT 
SUPPORT

Danelle Hussain
Director of Counseling & Scholar Support 



The Oliver Scholars Internship program offers 30 internships per calendar year to students prepared 
for professional development. Throughout the year, Oliver Scholars continued its commitment to 
shaping tomorrow’s leaders by welcoming new students for both winter and summer terms. These 
interns were not mere spectators; they were collaborators, working shoulder to shoulder with Oliver 
professionals to immerse themselves in the fabric of their desired fields. During each term, interns 
were provided with professional skills training, practice-oriented instruction, and other essential tools 
tailored for their career journey. Oliver Scholars aims to help interns not only thrive professionally but 
also to outdo, outdream, and outshine in their pursuit of excellence.

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 2023

TOGETHER 
WE CAN DO 

SO MUCH 
MORE!

HERE’S HOW 
YOU CAN 

LEAD 
CHANGE 

WITH OLIVER 
SCHOLARS:

CONNECT AND SPREAD THE WORD: Follow us 
on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn and the 
Oliver Scholars YouTube channel to stay on top of 
the latest news from Oliver and share our updates 
with others.

VOLUNTEER & PARTNER: We are always looking 
for individual professionals and company partners 
to support our outreach activities, connect with our 
scholars and young alumni, and participate in key 
programs such as Interview Weekend, Admissions 
Mock Interviews, Career Exposure Conference, and 
Brand Camp.

ENGAGE: From our Open Houses to our signature 
CEO Salon Series, we offer a myriad of 
opportunities to learn more about Oliver’s program 
and the broader impact of our mission. Check out 
our website oliverscholars.org to learn more.

CONTRIBUTE: Our critical, comprehensive 
programming depends on considerable financial 
resources to operate. Your generous contributions 
provide Oliver with the financial security needed to 
continue offering a robust experience for our 
scholars. 

To make a monthly gift or one time gift, please 
visit oliverscholars.org/donate.

JOIN THE CLUB 1984 GIFT CIRCLE: Consider a 
monthly gift of $19.84 or more in honor of our 
founding year. Small gifts, when multiplied, make a 
huge impact! Visit us online and be sure to click the 
“recurring gift” box.

“Interning at Oliver Scholars was transformative. From honing my 
marketing skills to gaining insights into branding and professional 
development, it’s been an invaluable journey. Grateful for the 
experience and eager to keep growing!” 
Avery Gilliam, Junior at American University, Communications & Marketing Intern w/ Director 
of Marketing & Communications 



ROAD TO 
ENROLLMENT
Nominations:  
490

Applications:  
165

Invited to  
Entrance Exam:  
137

Invited to 
Interview:  
120

Admitted:  
75

PLACEMENT 
95%  
of students 
received an offer 
from a partner 
school

98%  
of students 
enrolled in 
rigorous high 
schools 

ADMISSIONS 
AND 
PLACEMENT



BENEFACTORS ($100,000+)
Mother Cabrini Health 

Foundation
The Bud Frankel Foundation

TRAIL BLAZERS ($50,000+)
Ashton Newhall & Rebecca 

Newhall*
Charles Hayden Foundation
Davidson Kempner Capital 

Management LP*
Dorothea B. Schlosser & 

Thomas M. Kopczynski*
Eric Epstein & Julie Epstein*
John & Louisa Troubh*
Mitch Jacobson*
Shippy Foundation
Terry-Ann Burrell ‘95*

DREAM MAKERS ($25,000+)
Anthony Yoseloff & Nanar 

Yoseloff*
Dow Jones Foundation
Gray Foundation
Gustavo Schwed & Lucy 

Harrington
Keith E. Canton ‘93*
Thomas L. Kempner Jr. 

Foundation*
Värde*
Victoria & Lloyd Goldman
Wellington Management 

Foundation
Yvonne S. Quinn

CHAMPIONS ($15,000+)
Adrian Millan ‘94 & Wendy 

Millan*
Alston & Bird*
Apollo Jets LLC*
Beam Therapeutics*
Cartier
Cooley LLP
JP Morgan Chase*
JPMC Foundation
MSCI Inc.*
Nicholas Doering-Dorival ‘98*
Offit Capital Advisors LLC*
PJT Partners*
Recursion*
Scott Landis*
Sessa Capital*
Simon Quick Advisors*

VISIONARIES ($10,000+)
Bank of America*
Benjamin Griswold*
Brian P. Friedman Family 

Foundation*
Citco*
Citi Private Bank
Edward Olanow & Anna 

Mocchetti*
ElevateBio, LLC*
Evercore*
Gabe Schwartz*
Goldman Sachs & Co*
Henry E. Niles Foundation
Jefferies

Joshua & Anne Morris*
Kwanza Jones & José Feliciano 

Initiative*
Nicholas Botta*
Paul S. Gottlieb & Sara Adler*
Paul Segal & Jenna Segal*
Raina Oberoi & Avinash 

Vijaysankar
Raymond Joseph, Jr. ‘90
Sixth Street
JP Morgan Chase Foundation 
Victor Nuñez ‘93

LEARNING PARTNERS 
($5,000+)
Adam Illfelder
Burke Balou Fund
Charles Garland*
Chris D’Agnes*
Christopher Gibson
Connor Bastable*
Dilma & Stephen Dowicz*
Divakar Gupta*
Dustin Tyner
Ehrenkranz Partners*
Eric A. Alt*
Ethical Culture School
GoFundMe, Justice & Equality 

Fund
Goldman Sachs & Co. 

Matching Gift Program
Google
Hamilton Family Foundation
Jeremy Kroll & Niccole Kroll*
John Evans*
Joseph J. Bridy*
Mark Horowitz & Jennifer 

Senior
Mark Stitzer*
Monique Allaire*
Paul Van Duyn
Richard & Ronay Menschel
Sarah Stein*
Sharon A. Korsgaard Kalita & 

Arthur J. Kalita*
Simon C. Krinsky*
Stephen Knight & Lisa Knight*
Suzanne Sunshine*
The Rachel & Drew Katz 

Foundation*
Thrust PR*
Tiedemann Advisors*
William D. Anderson, Jr.*
Zavain Dar*

MENTORS SOCIETY 
($2,500+)
1199 SEIU / Employer Child 

Care Corporation*
Alexander Moomjy
Alston Lambert ‘01 & Lauren 

Rosenblum*
Arthur Langhaus*
Dr. Benjeil Z. Edghill ‘94 & Dr. 

Mary Ann S. Edghill*
Claude & Michelle Winfield
Deborah Nungester & Michael 

de Asla*
Hoffman-Bravy Charitable 

Foundation
Hubert Attah
Ibrahim H. Shah ‘09 & Martha 

Shah*
James Lim & Ann Lim*
John N. Blackman, Sr. 

Foundation
Laura Michelman & Sanford 

Michelman*
Leita & William Hamill Family 

Foundation
Shuly Leviant & Alon Kaplun*

ADVOCATES CIRCLE 
($1,000+)
Alex Doñé*
Andrew & Monica Weinberg*
Austin Muller
Barry Epstein*
BeeBee Horowitz & Stuart 

Kendall
Billy Hawkey*
Carlos Rangel*
Dr. Chekemma J. Fulmore-

Townsend ‘97
Christopher Hack*
Claudia E. Mott*
Cory Robbins
Daniel Quiat
Darren Schluter & Rachel 

Betton*
Donn & Nan O’Brien
Erica Lovett*
Francois Maisonrouge*
Freddy Rolon ‘92
Gary Glick*
Han Yeh*
Hozefa Lokhandwala*
Jaky Joseph
James Li*
John Ehrenkranz*
Jordan Fudge
Juan Rivera*
Kevin Cummings ‘97
Khaled Habayeb & Kyle Meyer*
Leslie Rankow*
Malikha Mallette ‘95
Maren J. Winnick*
Maren Warren*
Marlon Key ‘95
Matthew Dolente*
Michael Capasso*
Michael Tiedemann*
Dr. Millicent King Channell ‘91
Najah Rahmaan-O’neale*
Nancy Robin Karpf*
Neiman Marcus*
Nicholas Olmo ‘98
Nick Winter*
Nicole Freeman*
Owen Uscher*
Patrick Dennis*
Paul Williams ‘02
Renea E. Williams
Richard Bohm*
Robert P. Lynn*
Ron N. Yorrick, Jr. ‘00
Ryan Burrell*
Sarin Mathur*

Sasan Soleimani*
Seong Chun & Nick Winter 

Foundation*
Shirley Rumierk ‘95 & Armando 

Riesco
Stafford Woodley, Jr. ‘94
Stephanie Gromek*
Suzanne Fleming*
Tammy Schlosberg*
TD Cowen*
The Browning School*
Travis Tirrell*
Valerie Dixon*
Yuri A. Francis ‘95
Zache Desire*

SCHOLARS COUNCIL 
($500+)
Albertha S. Toppins
Allyson Hugley ‘93
Anne & Troy Wagner*
Anonymous
Brannon Cook*
Calvin Nash*
Chris & Dana Nicholas*
Chymeka Olfonse ‘92*
Darwin Rodriguez ‘99 & Marria 

Nazif
Dr. Lisa Long
Edward Peńa ‘98
Eric Blanchard*
Erika Fuller ‘92
Gregg Borgeson
Harry & Jacqueline Y. Pelzer
Hayden Millington*
Jason Simmonds ‘99
Jeffry Mummert
John & Alicia K. Martine
John & Madeline Baer
John Giuffre*
Johnny A. Araujo, Jr. ‘09
Jon Fox
Jonathan Fassberg*
Kelly & John T. Gazzini*
Louise Sunshine
Luis Garcia*
Maia Hoffman*
Marc Rosa*
Marcia Davis-DiLorenzo*
Maxine Lawrence
Melanie Levine*
Melinda Dutton
Melvin Boone ‘10
Michael Duffy*
Michele A. Holcomb
Monica Scrivner*
Moody’s Corporation
Richard Insley*
Sandra Smith-Davis
Suzanne Mendel & Bill Mendel
Tiffany Caton ‘02
Tommy Rueger*
Victor M. Mejia ‘91
Yaneli Martinez
John Martine

FRIENDS (<$500)
Abby Crowley*
Abigail Raymond

THANK YOU
FOR HELPING UNLOCK OPPORTUNITY FOR NEW YORK CITY STUDENTS OF COLOR

Abiola Dele-Michael ‘97
Acacia Overstreet
Accenture
Adalisse Rodriguez
Adam Kahn
Alanna Rodriguez
Alejandro Rivero*
Alexa Mendel
Alexandra Herrera
Aline Lacerda*
Alvin Kumaga
Alyssa Clark
Ama Adusei-Robinson*
Amrita Sankar
Amy Simon*
Anastacia Gordon ‘07
Andrea Calhoun*
Andrea Jackson*
Andrea Raphael*
Andrea Vieira
Andrew Finkelstein*
Andrew Starr*
Andy Valenciano
Anita Terjanian
Anne Madden*
Anny Ewing
Anonymous
Antione D. Gray ‘13
Arabella Pabon
Ariel Clarke*
Ashleigh Alexander ‘11
Ashley Dann
Athena Moore*
Ava Mancero
Barry Bhola ‘92 & Nadine Bhola
Barry Mendel
Bedir Shather*
Bella Young
Benjamin Honig*
Bernard Newland
Bethany Lynch
Bill & Janise Mitchell
Brian D. Sowell ‘91 & Jill Sowell
Brian Mountford
Brian Riley*
Bridget Momper*
Bridget Sanders
Camille Avestruz ‘05
Carlene Laing
Carlo Trigiani
Carter Kuhl
Cavell Stephenson
Celeste Malone*
Celi L. Khanyile-Lynch ‘09
Celia & Stephen Kolman
Chantay Wallace
Charity Buzz
Chelsea Batcheller
Chelsea Ferrette*
Chloe Stewart*
Chotsani Sackey ‘94
Christall Pierre
Christina Bryan
Christina Holland*
Christine Bellon*
Christopher Areson*
Christopher Walsh*
Clarissa J. Marzan ‘10
Claudine Waite & Dion Clarke
Claudine Waite & Dion Clarke
Clayton Wynter ‘92
Connor Brogan*
Corey Shuster
Crystal Walker Gould
Cynthia Depeiza*
Cynthia Figueroa ‘08

Daniel Delfico*
Daphne Leroy
Darcy O’Brien*
Darrick Hamilton
Delilah De La Rosa ‘97
Denise Amisial ‘10
Derek Johnson
Devan Joseph
Dian Burrell
Diana Miller*
Dimitris Stefanidis
Dominique Jones*
Donald Shields & Raluca 

Shields
Donovan Dale Fairclough ‘92
Doreatha Doran
Dr. Danielle Henry
Dre Alicea
Duane Andrews ‘95
Elizabeth W. Brown & Mark 

Smith
Elke Zuern
Ellen Farren
Emer McGuckin*
Emily Vitale & Thomas M. Vitale
Emma Bruce 
Emma Karlson*
Esdras Borges
Ese Ofurhie
Eve Rothenberg
Fariha Ali
Fern Khan
Frank Pacheco ‘95
Gabrielle Gilliam
General Atlantic
Giselle Fernandez*
Haley Scott*
Hannah Miles
Heather Gentry
Heather Kirkby*
Hector Kilgoe
Hilary Braseth
Hope Rothenberg
Husani Barnwell ‘94
Ijeoma C. Ejiogu ‘11
Ilana Goldberg
Iraina Faisca*
Irina Silver-Frankel
Iris Shapiro & Floyd Shapiro*
Irving Dominguez ‘07
Isabel MacFarlane
Ivan Michalovic*
Jacqueline Velez
James O’Sullivan*
Jamie Walsh
Dr. Jamillah R. Hoy-Rosas ‘94 & 

Jason Rosas ‘94
Jan Zlotnick
Jasmine Jedrasik
Jasmine Lee-Barnes*
Jasmine Lee*
Jasmine Mazyck*
Jasmine Mitchell ‘99 & Travis 

Batty
Jason Schoener
Jeffrey Garcia ‘09
Jeffrey Then ‘07 & Nneka Then
Jene Jack ‘07
Jenna Morr & Tom Morr*
Jerrilyn Lind
Jesus Riera
Jill Goldstein
Joan Santiago
John & Lucia Hoffman 
John Finnegan
John Gilliam

John Jiang*
John Lo*
John N. Hubis 
John Northington*
John Torabi
John Wu*
Jon Fish & Sharon Stulberg
Jose Echaniz*
Joseph Arias
Joshua Rosenfield
Josina M. Reaves ‘91
Juliana Gallo*
Justin Elliott*
Kaitlyn Galvin
Kalyca Lee-Johnson*
Kareem Hinckson*
Karine Travieso
Karlene McRae*
Katherine Vieser*
Kathryn Hayward
Kathryn Rosenblum
Kayla Miller
Kelvin R. Borges ‘15
Kenneth Irby & Stephanie Irby
Kenneth Neal
Kenny D. King ‘97
Kenrick A. Waithe ‘94
Keree-Ann Waite
Kevin Savarese
Khamal Campbell
Kimberly Granja
Kimberly King ‘93 & Rodney 

King
Kimberly Lyons*
Kimberly Whitehead ‘95
Kristine Ramsbottom*
Kristine Robinson*
Kunoor Ojha
Kyla Kupferstein Torres
Latoya Massey ‘98
Latressa Fulton
Laurence & Sheila Kantor
Lecia Foster
Lexie Rubens 
Liam Rowan*
Liberty Mutual
Linda Nussbaum
Linda Penceal
Lisanne C. Norman ‘94
Liz A. Duffy & John Gutman
Lorna MacFarlane
Lynette Spence
Mame Astou Fall ‘17
Marc Mendel
Marcia Kelly
Marianella Santiago
Marissa Moran
Marjorie Dambreville ‘91
Mark Hall*
Mary Faucher & Steve Klugman
Matthew Suzuki
Megan Chen
Melika Clarke*
Melissa Dejoie*
Melissa Miles
Michael Avant*
Michael Epstein*
Michele A. Drysdale ‘89 & 

Victor Jaroslaw
Michele Burch
Michele Spivey*
Minori Rueda
Nada Eldaief*
Naudia Pickens
NBC Universal
Nicholas Lyons*

Nicole Burns*
Nicole Grant
Nicole Hunt*
Nicole Lauredan*
Njemile Davis Michael
Odessa Nedd
Olivia Glaudel*
Omar Munshi*
Orly Rogers-Figueroa
Patrycja Warda
Peter Rosenberg
PVH
Rachel Merry*
Raina Faisca*
Randall Nixon
Rebecca Hoskins
Regina A. DeMeo ‘90
Ria Ali
Ricardo Thompson
Richard A. Leibner & Carole 

Cooper
Richard Chow*
Richard Strohmenger*
Robert Pollard
Rupert Wade*
Ryan Rodriguez-Wiggins ‘01
Sade Campbell
Sam Smith
Sandy Pierre*
Sanura Weathers
Sara Klein
Sean Lopez
Serena Lan
Shawn C. Peterson
Shawna-Gay White ‘02
Sheila Lynch
Shelby Stokes ‘93
Sihame Bazi
Solana Orman*
Sophia DeRosa*
Sophie MacFarlane
Soribel D. Holguin de Valverde 

‘98 & Alonso J. Valverde 
Carrasco

Stacy Fanord
Stephanie Palmer
Steve Lewis
Steven J. Turner ‘94
Sukunya Bites
Susan O’Connor*
Sylathia Mckinney*
Tamara Jordan
Tanya Chattman
Tara Schiff*
Tarana Bhatia*
Tawanda Scott Sambou
Dr. Tiffany M. Gill, Ph.D. ‘92
Thomas Eglin
Tomeka Kolleh*
Tracey McKay
Tracy Barcelona*
Tracy E. Poole
Tyreeka Peynado ‘14
Dr. Uchenna Acholonu, Jr. ‘92
Vashone Thomas*
Victor Nunez
Wade Black
Wells Anne
Yaw A. Darkwa ‘03
Yu Qun Xie Xie
Zachary Weinstein*
Joseph Arias

*2023 Gala Donation



OFFICERS
Dorothea Schlosser, Chair
Louisa Troubh, Vice Chair
Gustavo Schwed, Treasurer
Keith Canton ’93, Secretary

MEMBERS
Nicholas Doering-Dorival ‘98
Eric Epstein
Jon Fox
Divakar Gupta 
Jaky Joseph
Michael Kessler
Dr. Lisa Long
Adrian Millan ‘94
Victor M. Núñez ‘93 
Raina Oberoi
Edward Olanow
Yvonne Quinn
Shirley Rumierk ‘95
Dr. Basil Smikle, Jr.

LIFE TRUSTEES
Judith-Ann Corrente
Past Board Chair
George Creppy ‘93
Victoria Goldman
Paul Gottlieb
Leita Hamill
Mark Horowitz
Sharon Korsgaard Kalita
Marcus Mabry, Past  
Board Chair
Donn O’Brien, Past  
Board Chair

ASSOCIATE BOARD 
MEMBERS
Savannah Baum 
Zoe Bogen
Irene Boudarov
Stephen Campbell
Jason A. Crosley

Antione Gray ’13
Itzel Herrera
Danielle Jarnot
Erica Lovett
Celi Lynch ’09
Kelly Mack-Francis
Viviana Mardones 
Hayden Millington
Jasmine Mitchell ’99
Chike Ohayia
Vignesh Parasuraman
Kenya Paul
Tawanda Sambou
Jamaal Scott
Ibrahim Shah ’09 
Owen Uscher 
Michael Warner
Bella Wright
Simo Zerrifi

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

REVENUE
Foundations $523,750

Corporations $43,843

Individuals $336,743

Special Events $719,881

Net Assets $3,002,500

Total Revenue  $4,627,427

PROGRAM EXPENSES

Admissions and Recruitment $1,083,424

Scholar Immersion Program $1,279,182

College Program $213,558

Scholar Services $1,099,000

Total Program Services $3,675,164

SUPPORT SERVICES 

Fundraising $598,250

Management and General $461,643

Total Supporting Services $1,059,893

TOTAL EXPENSES:  $2,119,786

2023 FINANCIALS



I am Koai Solano Ortiz, a senior and 
student leader at Deerfield Academy. 
My journey of discovery began at 
Oliver, where I delved deep into 
humanities classes that educated me 
thoroughly on Latine and Black 
activism, literature, and feminism in 
the U.S. This experience ignited my 
passion for creative writing and 
politics, with a particular focus on 
restructuring educational spaces to 
empower historically marginalized 
identities. I have a track record of 
organizing impactful events, such as 
my school’s first Latin American 
Dance and leading several Martin 
Luther King Day Workshops. 
Currently, I hold leadership positions 
as the chair of the Gender-Sexuality 
Alliance and Latin-American Student 
Alliance at Deerfield Academy. 
Additionally, I serve as a student 
outreach leader for Democrashe, a 
non-profit organization that inspires 
young women to pursue politics.

A SCHOLAR’S STORY:

KOAI 
SOLNO-
ORTIZ

Koai Solano-Ortiz, Deerfield Academy 
(Class of 2024)



ALUMNI GALA AWARDEES
Oliver Scholars Alumni recognized for their outstanding achievements in Scholarship, Leadership, and 
Service, core pillars of the organization, and for their dedication to giving back. 

JAMILLAH HOY-ROSAS ’94
Head of Population Health & Healthcare 
Experience for Ronald McDonald House

Jamillah Hoy-Rosas demonstrates an 
unwavering commitment to driving positive 
change and empowering individuals through 
transformative education and healthcare 
initiatives. Having completed her tenure as an 
Oliver Scholar from 1990 to 1994, Jamillah is 
an alumna of the Packer Collegiate Institute, 
where she now serves as Vice Chair of the 
Board of Trustees. Jamillah received her 
Bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Pennsylvania and a Master’s degree in Public 
Health Nutrition from New York University.

Over her career, Jamillah has championed 
initiatives to reduce healthcare disparities and 
improve health outcomes for underserved 
populations. She is particularly passionate 
about women’s health, completing a project 
exploring the topic of maternal health 
disparities with the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation Clinical Scholars Program, entitled 
“Maternal Health Matters”. As a Registered 
Dietitian and Certified Diabetes Care & 
Education Specialist, Jamillah specializes in 
translating scientific evidence and medical 
guidelines into practical, engaging, and 
culturally appropriate lifestyle management 
programs. Her evidence-based approach 
aims to improve the physical, mental, and 
emotional health of individuals with chronic 
medical conditions.

Jamillah is married to another Oliver 
Scholar, Dr. Jason Rosas, and is the mother of 
two wonderful children, Olivia & Samuel. She 
enjoys reading, taking long walks to the 
beach with her dog Nova, and volunteering in 
her beloved borough of Brooklyn. 

CHYMEKA OLFONSE ’92
Managing Director, Robin Hood Foundation

Chymeka Olfonse has dedicated her 25+ years 
of nonprofit service to empowering individuals 
through educational and economic opportuni-
ties. She currently serves as the Robin Hood 
Foundation’s Managing Director of Adults and 
Household Supports. The $23 million portfolio 
makes investments to help households escape 
from poverty by bolstering their safety net and 
helping adults build skills and careers. 

 Most recently, Chymeka launched the 
entrepreneurship education nonprofit, BUILD 
NYC, having served as its Founding Regional 
Executive Director for nearly seven years estab-
lishing relationships with key stakeholders and 
setting the organization’s strategic direction. 
Prior to BUILD, Chymeka served as the 
National Executive Director of Minds Matter 
National Inc., an academic mentoring 
nonprofit. During her tenure, Minds Matter 
doubled the number of students served and 
successfully launched four of its then 12 
chapters. Over the years, Chymeka has worked 
in programming, development, and manage-
ment capacities at several nonprofits and 
government agencies including the New York 
City Department of Education (DOE) and at 
The After-School Corporation (TASC) now 
known as ExpandEd. At the DOE’s Office of 
Strategic Partnerships, she oversaw a number 
of large efforts to bring private-sector 
philanthropy into public schools. While at 
TASC, Chymeka led an effort to advance the 
after-school workforce through the creation of 
credit-bearing certificate programs in 
partnership with the City University of New 
York. Earlier in her career, Chymeka also 
worked at New York Cares and Jumpstart for 
Young Children. 

PAUL WILLIAMS ’02
Senior Vice President, Technology and Risk 
Control, Citi

Paul Williams is an Associate Director of 
Compliance at the Depository Trust & 
Clearing Corporation (DTCC), where he 
works in technology compliance, data 
governance, and records management. 
Prior to this role, he spent two decades 
working in the fields of Financial Risk 
Management, Risk & Financial Modeling, 
and Enterprise & Insurance Risk 
Management. Mr. Williams has a BA in 
Government & Public Policy from Franklin & 
Marshall College, an MBA from William 
Paterson University, and several 
certifications in risk management and 
internal audit. He was born and raised in 
Brooklyn, New York, and currently lives in 
New Jersey with his wife and two children.

GALA 2023
The Annual Oliver Scholars Gala was a night of celebration and gratitude, honoring our scholars, alumni, 
and generous donors. This year’s event marked a significant milestone, raising an impressive $1,000,000, 
making it the highest-grossing Gala in Oliver Scholars’ history! A special thank you goes to our esteemed 
honorees Eric Epstein and Terry Ann Burrell ‘95. With over 300 distinguished guests in attendance, the 
evening was filled with entertainment, music, dining, and dancing. Renowned Comedian Chuck Nice 
once again showcased his dynamic hosting and fundraising talents. Megan Alexander from CBS 
Network’s Inside Edition presented the Alumni Awards and the musical entertainment for the evening 
was provided by The Collective, accompanied by the legendary DJ Tony Touch.

1 MILLION RAISED!



Named for our founding year, Club 1984 recognizes sustaining supporters of Oliver Scholars. 

Recurring contributions provide predictable support, allowing Oliver to comfortably plan our 
programming. These critical funds also strengthen our ability to meet unanticipated needs of our 
scholars and their families. 

Your support ensures that Oliver can maintain and innovate, creating the kinds of academic 
opportunities and experiences that are essential for our scholars to continue to excel and keep us 
#OliverStrong!

Kenrick A. Waithe ‘94
Jeffry Mummert
Ron Yorrick ‘00
Melvin Boone ‘10
Sandra Smith-Davis
Yuri A. Francis ‘95
Johnny A. Araujo Jr. ‘09
Jeffrey Garcia ‘09
Barry Bhola ‘92 & Nadine Bhola
Edward Peña ‘98
Josina Reaves ‘91
Marjorie Dambreville ‘91
Lisanne C. Norman ‘94
Camille Avestruz ‘05
Mame Astou Fall ‘17
Melissa Miles
Rebecca Hoskins

Brian D. Sowell ‘91 & Jill Sowell
Dr. Tiffany M. Gill, Ph.D. ‘92
Jelisa J. Grant ‘09
Kimberly Whitehead ‘95
Nicholas Olmo ‘98
Shawna-Gay White ‘02
Kenny D. King ‘97
Stephanie Irby
Irving Dominguez ‘07
Ryan Rodriguez-Wiggins ‘01
Anny + Larry + Ewing + McCauley
Clarissa J. Marzan ‘10
Josina M. Reaves ‘91
Yuri A. Francis ‘95

CLUB 1984

STRONGER BECAUSE OF YOU!
The Oliver Scholars community of supporters continues to expand, resulting in more and larger 
contributions, each year. 

Over the course of 2023, we ran a variety of creative campaigns designed to encourage support and 
engagement at every level. From the spring Gala that raised a record $1 million to our Berkshire 
campaign for our pre-scholars’ summer boarding experience, to a fall crowdfunding campaign in 
which volunteers raised over $10,000 – our community showed up! We received over 500 individual 
gifts, including generous corporate event sponsorship and over half a million dollars in Foundation 
grants. Thanks to YOUR generosity – individuals and institutions, alike – Oliver Scholars enjoyed one of 
our strongest fundraising years in recent history, securing $1.885million in gifts and pledges - a nearly 
20% increase over last year!

As we gear up for our 40th Anniversary year, we look forward to continued fundraising growth and 
success. To our generous community, THANK YOU for all that you do in support of our critical 
mission and the incredible young people we serve!

ALUMNI REUNION
Oliver Scholars alumni and friends gathered in New York City to celebrate the third Annual reunion in 
June. The atmosphere overflowed with warmth, nostalgia, and the joy of shared memories. 
Undoubtedly, a reunion highlight was witnessing Founder John Hoffman and the first graduate of 
Oliver Scholars, Richard Ray ’85 reunite and reconnect!

The festivities kicked off with music by DJ Big Lex, followed by welcome remarks from Alumni Council 
President, Josina Reaves ’91, and Vice President, Paul Williams ’02. Oliver Scholars CEO, Dr. Danielle R. 
Moss Cox emphasized the accomplishments of Oliver Scholars and the importance of continuing 
support for the program.

The afternoon program and leadership spotlight featured Dr. J. Alexander Martin, Founder of the 
iconic apparel brand, For Us By Us (FUBU), and Derrick Webster ’93, CEO of Vanguarde Consulting for 
a timely discussion on entrepreneurial leadership. Martin and Webster emphasized the importance of 
leaders having a clear vision and purpose, as well as a constant desire for growth and innovation. They 
shared their experiences and the value of perseverance and resilience. Both speakers highlighted the 
importance of entrepreneurial leadership to create positive change in the world.

The reunion was a huge success, serving as a reminder of the Oliver Scholars spirit, legacy, and the 
profound impact on Black and Latinx students since 1984. We look forward to connecting with and 
welcoming alumni back during the 40th Anniversary year of Oliver Scholars in June 2024.

Special thanks to our generous reunion sponsors, partners, and contributors For Us By Us Network, 
aloft Hotel (Harlem), Harlem Blue, Tiffany Canton ‘02, Latoya Massey ‘98, Antoine Gray ‘13 and Alumni 
Council (Executive Leadership)  2023 Alumni Council Executive Leadership Committee Josina Reaves 
’91, President, Paul Williams ’02, Vice President, Tiffany Caton ‘02, Secretary, Jeffrey Garcia ’09, 
Organizational Support, Co-Chair, Johnny Araujo ’09, Scholar Support, Co-Chair, and Melvin Boone 
’10, Scholar Support, Co-Chair.

Tribute gifts are special ways to remember 
& celebrate the key moments in your loved 
ones’ lives while also supporting the 
mission of Oliver Scholars for future 
generations. During 2023, gifts were made 
in honor of or in memory of  the following:

Alston Lambert
Amanda Pitkin
Audrey & Paul Van 

Duyn
Betty Atkins
Celi Lynch
Deloris Gilliam
Eric & Julie 

Epstein
Eric Epstein
Eva McKend
Gabrielle Gilliam
George Van 

Amson
Gustavo Schwed
Imad Habayeb

Jamillah Hoy-
Rosas

Jon Fox
Marcus Mabry
Marta Shah
Martin Honig
Monique Percy
Neil Walsh
Regina Winters
Steven Turner
TA Burrell
Terry-Ann Burrell
Theodore Edghill
Victor Nuñez

-2023 Gala Donation
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